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This project attempts to undermine the well-known distinction between generative and non-genera-

tive artiöcial intelligence (we call this distinction ‘The Generative AI Myth') by arguing that all statistical 

learning is generative in nature. To do so, we deöne a generalized statistical learning problem, and we 

then show that every such problem can be framed as a generative learning problem. This mathemati-

cal equivalence forms the backbone of our argument. We then examine the pernicious consequences 

of the Generative AI Myth, and we consider whether a variant of it can be salvaged (we conclude that 

it cannot be).
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